Carcinoma of the thyroglossal duct: case reports and a literature review.
Carcinoma of the thyroglossal tract is a rare entity. Three patients with thyroglossal cyst carcinomas are presented and the features of the disease, as reported in the literature, are discussed. Epidemiologically, females are more often affected than males and the average age of the patients described lies in the fourth decade. The aetiology is obscure, although previous irradiation is a possible risk factor. Carcinoma of the thyroglossal tract should also be suspected in patients with irregular masses. Pre-operative evaluation may include a thyroid scan and fine needle aspiration cytological examination of the cyst fluid. These tests, if positive, may alter the basic approach of the Sistrunk procedure to encompass thyroidectomy or wider margins. Neck dissection is preferred for cervical nodal disease. Adjuvant radiotherapy or radio-iodine is added if indicated by the histology, and the patient receives suppressive thyroxine therapy thereafter.